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WHITE CHAPEL MEMORIAL PARK

IT IS A NON-SECTARIAN CEMETERY AND OPEN TO EVERYONE

10% 
OFF

OFF

SINGLE GRAVESITE

BUY ONE GRAVESITE, 
GET THE 2ND ADJACENT SITE

With this ad. Expires 12/31/21

With this ad. Expires 12/31/21

There are only a few cemeteries 
as unique as our open, pictur-
esque, landscaped memorial 
park. The feling is majestic and 
peaceful as you taverse through 
this serene setting without the 
obstruction of raised memorials. 

SHARE YOUR MESSAGE CALL US AT 716-773-7676

LEWISTON-PORTER CHURCH DIRECTORY
Lutheran Church of the Messiah

915 Oneida Street, Lewiston
Phone: 716-754-4944   Fax: 716-754-0903

www.messiahlewiston.org
Christmas Eve 7:00pm

Christmas Day 10:00am
Come worship with us at 8:15am and 10:00am

Coffee and Sunday School Hour at 9:00am

THE CHRISTMAS SOUND OF THE CITY

The Songs You Know, The Music You Love
Featuring:

STREAMING LIVE AT WEBRRADIO.COM

      

March 23 - Sprague’s Maple Farm /Casino

April 13 - Ron & Nancy Onesong - Cuba

April 27-29 - Amish- Lancaster, PA - “DAVID” Amish

May 5 - Lucy Tour - Museums/Nat. Comedy Ctr/Lunch - Jamestown

May 10-16 - Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry

May 23-27 - Cape Cod/Martha’s Vineyard/Foxwoods Casino

June 2-11 - Black Hills, SD/Mt. Rushmore

June 19-25 - Myrtle Beach/Charleston, SC

July 5-8 - Frankenmuth/Mackinac Island, MI

Aug. 31 & Sept. 1 - Finger Lakes/Skaneateles Boat Cruise/Belhurst

Sept. 7-11 - NYC/Washington

Sept. 14 - Sprague’s Maple Farm /Casino

Sept. 16-20  - Vermont/N. Hamp/Maine 

Sept. 27-Oct. 3  - Great Smoky Mts/Nashv.

Oct. 12-14  - Trains & Trolleys of Pennsylvania

Oct. 19 - Sprague’s Maple Farm /Casino

Oct. 21 - Lucy Tour - Museums/Nat. Comedy Ctr/Lunch - Jamestown

Nov. 7-9 -Amish- Lancaster, PA - “DAVID” & Christmas Show

Nov. 16-18 - Fest. of Lights/Oglebay Park - Wheeling WV

Dec. 1-5 - Nashville Country Christmas - Opryland Hotel/Grand Ole Opry 

WXRL RAMBLIN’ LOU TOURS
Join your hosts: Joanie & Linda Lou

2022 Tours

CLASSIC 
COUNTRY

Visit WXRL.com for more details. 

Listen to WXRL 24/7 on 1300AM/95.5FM & Streaming LIVE @ WXRL.com

For a FREE brochure, call 716-681-1313 Mon-Fri 9am-4pm 

North Tonawanda Youth
Parks & Recreation

PILATES 
2022

Session
January 5th - February 23rd, 2022
Every Wednesday at Drake School 

7-8pm

 *an exercise pass is also available

N. Tonawanda. Registration forms are also available online at ntparkrec.com

Higgins, Ortt, Morinello & Restaino announce expanded broadband, 
technology access at Niagara Falls Public Library
Over $210,000 in grants supporting new equipment in ‘maker space’

Congressman Brian Higgins, 
New York State Senate Minority 
Leader Rob Ortt, Assemblyman 
Angelo Morinello and City of Ni-
agara Falls Mayor Robert Restai-
no joined Niagara Falls Public 
Library Director Sarah Potwin 
on Friday to announce more than 
$210,000 in grants expanding ac-
cess to broadband and technol-
ogy for residents in Niagara Falls. 

The announcement took place 
during an event marking the 
opening the Niagara Falls Public 
Library’s “maker space,” which 
includes new devices, Wi-Fi hot 
spots, printers and other equip-
ment to encourage productivity 
and creativity.

“Access to broadband and tech-
nology is not a luxury, it is a ne-
cessity – for work, for school and 
for everyday life,” Higgins said. 
“Libraries play an important role 
in building stronger communi-
ties. We applaud the initiative of 
the Niagara Falls Public Library 
in evolving to serve the needs of 
residents today.”

Potwin said, “Books are half of 
our story. We, like many librar-
ies, are evolving our services to 
meet our citizen’s needs. Unique 
services such as passport accep-
tance and notary services, scan-
ning, e-book downloads, com-
puter literacy training are some 
of the many services available to 
citizens … all for free. Our efforts 
to lessen the lack of accessibility 
to Wi-Fi services are small, but 
the need is great as has been il-
lustrated during this time of CO-
VID.”

The library was awarded a 
$133,260 grant from the Federal 
Communication Commission 
(FCC) toward the purchase of 
200 Chromebooks and 200 Wi-Fi 
hot spots, which will be available 
on loan from the Main and La-
Salle library branches to library 
card holders.

“In today’s world, connectivity 
to the internet is an absolute must 
for individuals to further their ca-
reers, access critical community 
services – and most importantly 
help educate their children,” Ortt 
said. “The COVID-19 pandemic 
has highlighted just how im-

portant internet access is to our 
daily lives. Niagara Falls Public 
Library is doing its part to help 
address this lack of broadband 
access in our community and, 
with the help of over $210,000 in 
broadband and technology fund-
ing, it will now be able to deliver 
this critical resource to those in 
our community, especially our 
children who need it the most.”

Morinello said, “It was my 
pleasure to join the Niagara Falls 
Public Library, as well as stu-
dents from the Niagara Falls Cen-
tral School District, to celebrate 
the opening of this revolution-
ary workspace and reaffi rm our 
investment and devotion to edu-
cation and future generations of 
learners. I will always prioritize 
the importance of libraries as a 
safe learning environment and as 
a community hub; and during the 
2021 legislative session, I fought 
to ensure we got our fair share of 
funding. I look forward to watch-
ing the children in our district 
continue to learn and thrive.”

The Niagara Falls Public Li-
brary’s “maker space” will join 
the “maker movement” in pro-
moting access to computers, 3-D 
printers, a coding robot, snap cir-
cuits, a mobile device charging 
station and other high-tech cre-
ative tools, and crafting supplies. 
It is funded by a $45,000 grant 
provided through the American 
Library Association COVID Tech 
Relief Grant ($45,000) and $4,500 
from the Grace Foundation.

Restaino said, “This will be a 
space for Niagara Falls citizens to 
learn new computer tech skills, 
participate in the ‘maker move-
ment,’ and be creative using both 
high-tech as well as soft arts to 
craft. The ultimate goal is to offer 
connectivity access to Wi-Fi tech-
nology that our citizens might not 
otherwise have.”

An additional grant totaling 
$27,505 was awarded through the 
National Library of Medicine for 
new technology included within 
privacy pods.

“By the spring of 2022, we will 

have our privacy pods in place,” 
Potwin said. “These spaces will 
be stocked with computers, print-
ers and video conferencing capa-
bilities to allow patrons access to 
telehealth resources as well as 
conducting Zoom calls in private. 
We are very grateful to Mr. Hig-
gins and our government leaders 
for their focused efforts to ad-
dress our citizen’s Wi-Fi connec-
tivity needs.”

Higgins’ team said, “According 
to the most recent U.S. Census 
data (2015-19), more than 20% of 
households in Niagara County 
don’t have a broadband subscrip-
tion.

“The new ‘Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law’ includes $65 bil-
lion to make sure every Ameri-
can has access to high-speed 
internet.”

Artpark awarded $49,500 by NYS Council on the Arts 
Artpark & Company has re-

ceived a grant award totaling 
$49,500 from the New York State 
Council on the Arts (NYSCA), 
part of an effort to support the 
recovery of the nonprofi t arts and 
culture sector. Following New 
York state’s $105 million invest-
ment in the arts for fi scal year 
2022, NYSCA has awarded more 
than $80 million since June.

“The arts have long been a criti-

cal sector in our economy and, as 
we continue to rebuild a stronger 
New York, it’s essential we do all 
we can to help this industry thrive 
once again,” Gov. Kathy Hochul 
said. “These awardees represent 
the best of what New York’s vi-
brant communities have to offer 
and, with this funding in hand, 
they will be able to not only con-
tinue their creative and inspiring 
work, but help spur revitalization 

in their own backyard as well.”
A press release noted, “Art-

park & Company plans to utilize 
the grant in support of personnel 
and artistic fees and services as it 
plans for another diverse, impact-
ful and exciting season in 2022.” 

Visit artpark.net for a current 
schedule of events.

NYSCA Executive Director 
Mara Manus said, “NYSCA ap-
plauds Gov. Kathy Hochul and 

the New York State Legislature 
for their responsive investment 
of $105 million for the nonprofi t 
arts and culture sector. 2022 will 
continue to bring change, and 
Artpark & Company will play a 
vital role in the renewal of our 
state’s economy and creative eco-
system. On behalf of the entire 
NYSCA team, we wish to extend 
our sincere congratulations on 
your award.”

NYSCA Chair Katherine Nich-
olls said, “The council congratu-
lates Artpark & Company on their 
grant award! New York state arts 
and culture organizations inspire 
New Yorkers and cultivate com-
munity in every region. Arts and 
culture are crucial to our state’s 
health, and the council recogniz-
es the dynamic impact of NYSCA 
grantees on the well-being of all 
New Yorkers.”

If you would like the Sentinel 
to publish a story or photo of 
a notable event in your life 
or a community snapshot of 
your service organization...

Give us the scoop!
We welcome your submissions. 

E-mail it to: 
Sentinel@wnypapers.com  
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